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Green tips just emerging April 23 at Clarkdale Fruit Farms, 
Deerfield, Massachusetts. 

(Russell Steven Powell photo)

Early stirrings 
New England’s apple growers are 

happy that spring is off to a slow start
pages 6-7

Battling bugs and bacteria
page 2
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Battling bugs 
and bacteria 

Learn about  
integrated pest management (IPM)

in our three-part video series 

Spring is a critical time for apples, as a number of  
orchard pests typically emerge after winter, especially the 
fungus Venturia inaequalis, or apple scab. 

The New England Apple Association has three new 
video programs about Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 
that describe how apple scab enters the orchard, the damage 
it can do, and the steps growers take to combat it. 

The programs were funded with grants from Farm 
Credit Northeast AgEnhancement, the departments of  agri-
culture in Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and 
Vermont, and the New Hampshire Division of  Pesticide 
Control. 

The videos describe IPM, a series of  low-impact prac-
tices that employ natural controls and sophisticated moni-
toring to address threats to the orchard, reducing the need 
for harsh chemicals. The programs describe some of  the 
common and emerging pests in the contemporary orchard, 
and growers’ strategies for combating them. The programs 
document videotaping done at Rogers Orchards in South-
ington, Connecticut, and Apple Hill Farm in Concord, New 
Hampshire. 

The programs are among 17 in a series that began in 
2009 and that has had more than 120,000 views to date on 
topics ranging from cider-making to pruning and graft-
ing. The videos are posted on the search engine YouTube 
and on the New England Apple Association website,                  
newenglandapples.org.

A team comprising independent videographer John 
Browne, Senior Writer Russell Steven Powell, and Execu-
tive Director Bar Lois Weeks of  the New England Apple       
Association produced the IPM programs.

Special thanks to John Rogers, Pete Rogers, and Greg 
Parzych of  Rogers Orchards in Southington, Connecti-
cut, Chuck Souther of  Apple Hill Farm in Concord, New 
Hampshire, and IPM Field Scout Brian Farmer of  Apple 
Leaf  LLC, for sharing their knowledge and experiences.

mailto:info@newenglandapples.org
newenglandapples.org
newenglandapples.org
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FOR AS LONG as humans have cultivated the 
soil to grow the food that sustains them, a whole 
horde of  beasts, bugs, and bacteria have attempted 
to partake of  the bounty. For the modern fruit 
grower, the challenge of  protecting their trees and 
fruit from predators and injury has been compound-
ed by the introduction of  new pests introduced to 
New England’s orchards from around the world.

The orchardist uses a continually evolving com-
bination of  tools to combat these threats, collective-
ly known as integrated pest management, or IPM. 
These methods include:

·	 Add nutrients to the soil to strength-
en the trees’ natural defenses

·	 Introduce beneficial insects to the 
orchard to feed on harmful ones

·	 Use pheromones to attract, distract, 
trap, or confuse the apple’s would-be preda-
tors

·	 Monitor the weather with sophisti-
cated equipment

·	 Keep records to determine pest 
levels and to target critical periods in their 
life cycles

·	 Apply a chemical treatment only if  a 
threshold for significant economic damage is 
reached

Growers have powerful incentives to use as 
few chemicals in the orchard as possible. They are 
expensive to purchase and apply. In New England, 
most farmers and their families live on the farm. 
Growing apples is hard work, a round-the-clock job 
requiring devotion to the land. Apple growers are 
part scientists, part environmentalists, who take im-
mense pride in growing beautiful, delicious fruit and 
maintaining healthy orchard ecosystems.

There are many safeguards to guarantee the 
safety of  the apples we eat. The heaviest pest pres-
sures occur in the spring and early summer, begin-
ning before the fruit is even formed, and often 
months before it is picked. Growers must follow the 
Environmental Protection Agency’s “pre-harvest 
intervals,” prescribed periods between the time the 
trees are sprayed and when it is safe to pick the 
fruit. Upon entering the packing house, the apples 

New England Apple Growers Battle Pests with IPM (part 1 of 3) 
are floated in a long water bath before brushing and 
sorting begins.

The trend toward smaller dwarf  and semi-dwarf  
trees means that less spray is needed to cover the 
tree canopies, and in some cases enables the grower 
to use drip lines instead. Whenever possible, growers 
spray near dawn when the air is still — this further 
limits chemical “drift.”

Consumers should always wash their fresh 
produce as a safeguard against mishandling between 
the time it leaves the farm and when it is purchased. 
Growers will continue to be vigilant in seeking effec-
tive, non-chemical treatments to combat the threats 
to their orchards. Consumers can help by being 
more accepting of  minor blemishes to their fruit, 
the harmless patch of  apple scab, the occasional 
spot or nick that typically keeps otherwise perfectly 
healthy fruit from the marketplace.

But as you will see from “Apple Growers Battle 
Pests with IPM,” a three-part video series, nearly 
every farmer is invested in producing healthy fruit in 
sustainable ways.

Part one addresses the first two of  the five prin-
ciples of  IPM:

·	 Prevent pest problems
·	 Identify the pest

To view part 1, click on the image below:

L to R: Pete Rogers, Greg Parzych, and John 
Rogers share a laugh between takes at Rogers 
Orchards, Southington, Connecticut. (Bar Lois 
Weeks photo)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wuSwlziUX_k
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PLUM CURCULIO, Oblique Banded Leaf  
Roller, and apple aphids are the featured pests as 
New England apple growers describe how they 
monitor populations in their orchards and decide 
when to treat the predators threatening the apple 
crop.

New England Apple Growers Battle Pests with IPM (part 2) 

New England Apple Growers Battle Pests with IPM (part 3)

OUR THREE-PART video series on 
integrated pest management (IPM) concludes 
with a look at one of  its five basic principles: how 
apple growers use a diverse combination of  
management tools to treat pests that pose an 
economic threat, including the introduction of  
beneficial insects, and the use of  pheromones to 
attract, distract, trap, or confuse would-be predators.

To view part 2, click on the image below: 

To view part 3, click on the image below:

Grower Chuck Souther of Apple Hill Farm, right, 
explains principles of IPM at his Concord, New 

Hampshire orchard. (Bar Lois Weeks photo)

IPM Field Scout Brian Farmer looks for evidence 
of aphids at Rogers Orchards, Southington,, 

Connecticut. (Bar Lois Weeks photo)

Apple growers Chuck Souther of Apple Hill Farm 
in Concord, New Hampshire, and 

John Rogers, Pete Rogers, and Greg Parzych
of Rogers Orchards in Southington, Connecticut, 

plus IPM Field Scout Brian Farmer star 
in this engaging three-part video series 

about the principles of integrated pest management.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UbsluOOUQNI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6G_yWVjt4LU
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CROPCARE

All members welcome to 
June 10 annual meeting

New England Apple Association holds its 
annual meeting in the Massachusetts Building at 
the Eastern States Exposition (“The Big E”), 1305 
Memorial Ave., West Springfield, Massachusetts, 
on Wednesday, June 10, 2015, at 10 a.m. The meet-
ing will include a tour of  the New England Apple 
Association booth, in the new, larger site it operated 
last September, and a preview of  proposed improve-

ments to the booth for this year’s fair. Website 
specialists Kevin Russell and Chris Weeks will pres-
ent their ideas and solicit feedback about the New 
England Apple Association website, newengland-
apples.org.

Member orchards, do you have agenda items? 
Send to info@newenglandapples.org. All members 
welcome!

New England Apple Association will participate in 
these fall promotions in 2015:
 Mount Wachusett Farm Fresh Festival,    
Princeton, Massachusetts, August 29-30
 New England Apple Day, region-wide, 
Wednesday, September 2
 Eastern States Exposition (“The Big E”), 
West Springfield, Massachusetts - Friday, 
September 18 – Sunday, October 4
 Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation 
(JDRF) fundraising walks, various sites around New 
England, September - October

New England Apple Association lists fall promotions
 AppleFest, Mount Wachusett, Princeton,     
Massachusetts, October 17-18
 Franklin County CiderDays, various loca-
tions throughout Franklin County, Massachusetts,        
November 7-8

mailto:info@newenglandapples.org
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MARCH 10: Norton Brothers Fruit Farm, Cheshire, Connecticut, snowblows 
paths to access trees for pruning. (Bar Lois Weeks photo)

Long winter, late spring
Scenes from the region’s orchards

APRIL 9: Scattered snow 
was on the ground as buds 
were beginning to break at 

Smolak Farms, North Andover, 
Massachusetts. (Russell Steven 

Powell photo)
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Birdie’s Favorite 
Apple Brownies

from Sentinel Pine Orchards, Shoreham, Vermont

Cream together:
1 c softened butter
2 c sugar

Add 2 beaten eggs

Blend in:
2 c flour
1 t baking soda
½ t salt
2 t cinnamon

Stir in 6-8 New England apples, cored and chopped

Grease a 9» x 11» baking dish and bake at 350° for 
45 minutes.

Visit their website! Sentinel Pine Orchards

In contrast to this spring, an early heat wave 
in 2012 forced premature bloom throughout 
New England, leading to these smudgepots to 
fight frost on April 5 that year at Belltown Hill 
Orchards, South Glastonbury, Connecticut. (Bar 
Lois Weeks photo)

MARCH 15: The snow was still deep at Breezelands 
Orchards, Warren, Massachusetts. (Russell Steven 
Powell photo)

APRIL 9: The trees were wet, the barn 
closed at Russell Orchards, Ipswich, 
Massachusetts. (Russell Steven 
Powell photos)

http://sentinelpineorchard.com/recipes.html
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Fall promotional season off to an 
early start at Farm Fresh event
New England Apple Association will participate 

in the inaugural Mount Wachusett Farm Fresh Fest 
in central Massachusetts, Saturday, August 29, and 
Sunday, August 30. The event will be at 499 Moun-
tain Road, Princeton, Massachusetts.

Still in the planning stages, even the name of  the 
fest is not yet final. In the meantime, these features 
will whet your appetite!

§	Huge farmers’ market
§	Agricultural demonstrations
§	Craft fair
§	Live bluegrass music
§	Family entertainment
§	Petting zoo
§	Cooking demonstrations
§	Local wine growers’ competition
§	Workshops and contests

Come celebrate Massachusetts’ agricultural  
community!

Visit Mt. Wachusett Farm Fresh Festival for 
information as it becomes available, or call 978-464-
2300.

Web traffic soars; time to update your orchard listing
Member orchards, update your listings! Go to 

newenglandapples.org “For Members,” enter your 
email, password, and security code to access your 
listing. Email info@newenglandapples.org or call 
203-439-7006 if  you need help updating your listing.

Traffic to New England Apple Association,  
continues to soar: 

First quarter  2015   2014  
Hits  690,207   291,816    
Visitors  16,130   10,333    
Unique visitors  10,733  6,034    
This increase follows a record year in 2014, 

when the site attracted 3.46 million hits, 70,611 
visitors, and 49,201 unique visitors over 12 months, 
compared to 2,485,219 hits, 59,855 visitors, and 
38,683 unique visitors in 2013.

To take advantage of  this traffic, Association 
members are encouraged to review their listings on 
the New England Apple Association website, and 
update them in time for harvest.

Search for orchards by the apple varieties they 
grow through “Find An Apple Orchard” on the 
Home page, and then click “by Variety” in the pop-
up menu. Check the varieties you are looking for and 
click “Find Orchards” at the bottom of  the page. 

It is a tool designed to help consumers find 
particular varieties — especially hard-to-find ones. 
A field at the top of  the page also allows visitors to 
type in other products, like “lunch,” or “honey,” or 
“flowers,” to see what members orchards offer as 
consumers plan their visit.

But many orchards have incomplete listings, or 
need to update their page to include all the apple   
varieties and other products they sell. Akane, the 
first apple in the alphabetical list, for example, 
shows that only five orchards in the region grow it, 
although it is grown at many other places. There are 
many similar examples.

file:///Users/russellpowell/Desktop/Dropbox/New%20England%20Apples/McIntosh%20News/2015%20Spring/wachusett.com/farmfreshfestival
http://www.newenglandapples.org/
mailto:info@newenglandorchards.org
http://www.newenglandapples.org/index.php?catcont=zipcode2

